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Sandra Beasley is the author of Made to Explode, Count the Waves; I Was the Jukebox, winner of the Barnard Women Poets Prize; and Theories of Falling, winner of the New Issues Poetry Prize. She edited Vinegar and Char: Verse from the Southern Foodways Alliance. She is also the author of Don’t Kill the Birthday Girl: Tales from an Allergic Life, a disability memoir and cultural history of food allergy. 

Honors for Beasley’s work include the 2022 Housatonic Book Award, a 2015 National Endowment for the Arts Artist Fellowship, the 2013 Center for Book Arts Chapbook Prize, and six DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities Artist Fellowships. She has held visiting writer professorships at Davidson College, University College Cork, American University, Hood College, Wichita State University, Cornell College, Lenoir-Rhyne University, and the University of Mississippi. 
Beasley received her MFA from American University and a BA from the University of Virginia. She has taught with low-residency MFA programs at the University of Nebraska Omaha and the University of Tampa, and she serves on faculty for community institutions including The Writer’s Center and Politics and Prose. She is the poetry editor for Blair, a nonprofit press based in Durham, North Carolina. She lives in Southwest Washington, D.C.
